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Curriculum Scope and Sequence 
Content Area Social Studies Course Title/Grade Level: American History/Grade 8 

                        Topic/Unit Name Suggested Pacing (Days/Weeks) 
Topic/Unit #1 Colonization and Settlement  6 weeks 
Topic/Unit #2 Rebellion and Revolution 9 weeks 
Topic/Unit #3 A New Nation and Our Living Constitution 6 weeks 
Topic/Unit #4 Expansion and Reform 6 weeks 
Topic/Unit #5 Civil War and Reconstruction 9 weeks 



 

3 

 
Topic/Unit 1 

Title 
1585 - 1763 / Colonization and Settlement  

 
Approximate Pacing 

 
6 weeks 

STANDARDS  
NJSLS Social Studies 

 
6.1.8.A.1.a. Compare and contrast forms of governance, belief systems, and family structures among African, European, and Native 
American groups.  
6.1.8.B.1.b. Analyze the world in spatial terms (e.g., longitude, latitude) using historical maps to determine what led to the exploration of new 
water and land routes. 
6.1.8.C.1.a. Evaluate the impact of science, religion, and technology innovations on European exploration. 
6.1.8.C.1.b. Explain why individuals and societies trade, how trade functions, and the role of trade during this period. 
6.1.8.D.1.b. Explain how interactions among African, European, and Native American groups began a cultural transformation. 
6.1.8.D.1.c. Evaluate the impact of the Columbian Exchange on ecology, agriculture, and culture from different perspectives. 
6.1.8.A.2.a. Determine the roles of religious freedom and participatory government in various North American colonies. 
6.1.8.A.2.b. Explain how and why early government structures developed, and determine the impact of these early structures on the evolution 
of American politics and institutions 
6.1.8.A.2.c. Explain how demographics (i.e., race, gender, and economic status) affected social, economic, and political opportunities during 
the Colonial era 
6.1.8.B.2.a. Determine factors that impacted emigration, settlement patterns, and regional identities of the colonies. 
6.1.8.B.2.b. Compare and contrast how the search for natural resources resulted in conflict and cooperation among European colonists and 
Native American groups in the New World. 
6.1.8.C.2.a. Compare the practice of slavery and indentured servitude in Colonial labor systems. 
6.1.8.C.2.b. Explain the system of mercantilism and its impact on the economies of the colonies and European countries 
6.1.8.C.2.c. Analyze the impact of triangular trade on multiple nations and groups. 
6.1.8.D.2.a. Analyze the power struggle among European countries, and determine its impact on people living in Europe and the Americas.  
6.1.8.D.2.b. Compare and contrast the voluntary and involuntary migratory experiences of different groups of people, and explain why their 
experiences differed. 
6.1.8.B.3.a. Assess how conflicts and alliances among European countries and Native American groups impacted the expansion of the 
American colonies. 
6.1.8.C.3.a. Explain how taxes and government regulation can affect economic opportunities, and assess the impact of these on relations 
between Britain and its North American colonies. 
6.1.8.D.3.a. Explain how the consequences of the Seven Years War, changes in British policies toward American colonies, and responses by 
various groups and individuals in the North American colonies led to the American Revolution. 
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6.1.8.D.3.d. Analyze how prominent individuals and other nations contributed to the causes, execution, and outcomes of the American 
Revolution. 
6.1.8.D.3.f. Analyze from multiple perspectives how the terms of the Treaty of Paris affected United States relations with Native Americans 
and with European powers that had territories in North America.  
6.3.8.A.1. Deliberate on a public issue affecting an upcoming election, consider opposing arguments, and develop a reasoned conclusion. 
6.3.8.D.1. Engage in simulated democratic processes (e.g., legislative hearings, judicial proceedings, elections) to understand how conflicting 
points of view are addressed in a democratic society. 
6.3.8CivicsPR.4: Use evidence and quantitative data to propose or defend a public policy related to climate change. (2020 Social Studies 
Standard)  
 
Companion Standards 
 
RH.6-8.1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 
RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct 
from prior knowledge or opinions. 
RH.6-8.3. Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes a law, how interest 
rates are raised or lowered). 
RH.6-8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to 
history/social studies. 
RH.6-8.5. Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally). 
RH.6-8.6. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of particular 
facts). 
RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts. 
RH.6-8.8. Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text. 
RH.6-8.9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic. 
RH.6-8.10. By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6 - 8 text complexity band independently 
and proficiently. 
WHST.6-8.1. Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content: 

A. Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and organize 
the reasons and evidence logically. 

B. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant, accurate data and evidence that demonstrate an understanding of the topic or 
text, using credible sources. 

C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and 
evidence. 
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D. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. 
E. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the supports the argument supports. 

WHST.6-8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events: 
A. Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information using text structures (e.g. definition, classification, 

comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g. headings, graphics, and multimedia) when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

B. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples. 
C. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 
D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
E. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. 
F. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented.  

WHST.6-8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, 
and audience. 
WHST.6-8.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed.  
WHST.6-8.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between information and 
ideas clearly and efficiently. 
WHST.6-8.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on several sources and 
generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration.  
WHST.6-8.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and 
accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard 
format for citation.  
WHST.6-8.9. Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
WHST.6-8.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self correction, and revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 
Interdisciplinary Connections: 21st Century Skills: 

● Math  
○ NJSLS for Mathematics Grade 8: Standards for 

Mathematical Practice  
■ 1 Make sense of problems and persevere in 

solving them.  Mathematically proficient 
students start by explaining to themselves the 

Standards 
 
9.1.8.A.4. Relate earning power to quality of life across cultures 
9.1.8.D.5. Explain the economic principle of supply and demand. 
through topics of mercantilism and triangular trade. 
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meaning of a problem and looking for entry 
points to its solution. 

■ 2 Reason abstractly and quantitatively. 
Mathematically proficient students make sense 
of quantities and their relationships in problem 
situations. 

■ 3 Construct viable arguments and critique the 
reasoning of others. Mathematically proficient 
students understand and use stated 
assumptions, definitions, and previously 
established results in constructing arguments. 

○ Activity:  Students will analyze primary and secondary 
source charts and graphs related to the Jamestown 
settlement in order to calculate the time period of 
drought, amounts of people arriving in Jamestown 
during certain years,  and number of deaths caused by 
different factors.  

■ Resource: DBQ Project: Mini Q: Early 
Jamestown: Why Did So Many Colonists Die? 

● ACM - Students will consider the impact of Triangular Trade, 
indentured servitude vs. slavery, settlement patterns, and the 
beginnings of slavery in North America. 

 
Activity:  Students will compare slavery and indentured servitude; 
explain how mercantilism and triangular trade affected the principle 
of supply and demand 

Technology Standards: Career Ready Practices: 
8.1.8.B.1. Synthesize and publish information about a local or global 
issue or event (ex. telecollaborative project, blog, school web). 
Activity: Students will create a presentation to share with classmates 
regarding risks of cultural interactions with self-isolated uncontacted 
peoples. 
 

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social, and economic impacts of 
decisions 
Activity:  Students will compare Jamestown’s early environment 
and Native American interactions with such interactions as John 
Chau and North Sentinel Island of India. 
 

UNIT/TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS AND ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 
 
Essential Questions: 

● How do citizens, civic ideals, and government institutions interact to balance the needs of individuals and the common good? 
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● How have economic, political, and cultural decisions promoted or prevented the growth of personal freedom, individual responsibility, 
equality, and respect for human dignity? 

● How do physical geography, human geography, and human environment interact to influence or determine the development of 
cultures, societies, and nations? 

● How can individuals, groups, and societies apply economic reasoning to make difficult choices about scarce resources? What are the 
possible consequences of these decisions for individuals, groups, and societies? 

● How do our interpretations of past events inform our understanding of cause and effect, and continuity and change, and how do they 
influence our beliefs and decisions about current public policy issues? 

● How can the study of multiple perspectives, beliefs systems, and cultures provide a context for understanding and challenging public 
actions and decisions in a diverse and interdependent world? 

● How did interactions between European, African, and Native American cultures shape early American history and climate change? 
● Why did some Europeans choose to leave home and settle in colonial America? 
● How did location affect daily life in the New England Colonies, Middle, and Southern colonies? 
● For various groups, what did it mean to be “American” in 1750? 
● In what ways were the American colonies becoming their own nation before 1763?  
● In what ways were they still part of the British Empire? 
● What factors shaped the development of the American identity? 

 
Enduring Understandings: 

● ideas, societies, climates change as they come in contact with the ideas and achievements of other societies. 
● dissatisfaction with government, religions freedom, and social conditions prompt immigration. 
● lifestyle and perspective are greatly impacted by one’s location and personal experience. 

 
STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 
Students will know: 

● how the experience of the early colonists shaped America’s 
political and social ideals. 

● what factors allowed each colonial region to grow and prosper. 
● what traditions, events, and forces helped form an American 

identity. 

Students will be able to: 
● Chronological Thinking 

o Construct timelines of events occurring during major 
eras including comparative events in world history for 
different civilizations. 

o Explain how major events are related to one another 
in time 

● Spatial Thinking 

https://app.discoveryeducation.com/techbook2:concept/view/guidConceptId/CFBBBD01-012B-434F-9B87-BD672D46356B/guidUnitId/1188c421-b3b3-4ad4-8200-d99b4a1f19c4
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o Select and use various geographic representations to 
compare information about people, places, regions, 
and environments.  

o Use maps and other documents to explain the 
historical migration of people, expansion and 
disintegration of empires, and growth of economic 
and political systems.  

● Critical Thinking 
o Compare and contrast differing interpretations of 

current and historical event. 
o Assess the credibility of sources by identifying bias 

and prejudice in documents, media, and 
computer-generated information. 

o Analyze primary and secondary sources for 
reconstructing the past and understanding historical 
perspectives (i.e., documents, letters, diaries, maps, 
images, etc.). 

● Presentational Skills 
o Select and analyze information from a variety of 

sources to present a reasoned argument or position in 
written and/or oral format. 

o Present information in a logical manner using 
evidence and reasoning while demonstrating 
presentation skills (e.g., eye contact, adequate volume, 
clear pronunciation).  

ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING 
Summative Assessment 
(Assessment at the end of the 
learning period) 

 
● Section Quizzes 
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Formative Assessments 
(Ongoing assessments during 
the learning period to inform 
instruction) 

● teacher observation 
● class discussions 
● Padlet responses 
● Discovery Education Chapter Assessments 
● Warm-up Activities 
● Ticket-to-Leave, Ticket-to-Move-Forward 

Alternative Assessments (Any 
learning activity or assessment 
that asks students to perform to 
demonstrate their knowledge, 
understanding and proficiency) 

● Students create travel posters or brochures to describe the benefits of settling in one of the colonial 
regions. 

Benchmark Assessments 
(used to establish baseline 
achievement data and measure 
progress towards grade level 
standards; given 2-3 X per year) 

● Analyze primary and secondary sources for reconstructing the past and understanding historical 
perspectives  

○ Resources: DBQ Projects: Early Jamestown: Why Did So Many Colonists Die? or What 
Caused the Salem WitchTrial Hysteria of 1692?) 

RESOURCES 
Core instructional materials: 

● Discovery Education Social Studies Techbook, Prehistory - Reconstruction 
 

Supplemental materials: 
● Mini-Qs in American History 

○ Document Based Activities 
● McDougall Littell American History: Beginnings through Reconstruction 

○ Classroom textbooks, map activities  
● Primary and secondary sources 

Modifications for Learners 
See appendix 
 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/165uCa41MuXtL-R5K0pyPxQ7Iw0PFgrZS-_0n9mh8Bk8/edit?usp=sharing
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Topic/Unit 2 

Title 
1763 - 1783 /  Rebellion and Revolution 

 
Approximate Pacing 

 
9 weeks 

STANDARDS  
NJSLS Social Studies 

 
6.1.8.A.3.a. Examine the ideals found in the Declaration of Independence, and assess the extent to which they were fulfilled for women, 
African Americans, and Native Americans during this time period. 
6.1.8.B.3.a. Assess how conflicts and alliances among European countries and Native American groups impacted the expansion of the 
American colonies. 
6.1.8.B.3.c. Use maps and other geographic tools to evaluate the impact of geography on the execution and outcome of the American 
Revolutionary War. 
6.1.8.B.3.d. Explain why New Jersey’s location played an integral role in the American Revolution. 
6.1.8.C.3.a. Explain how taxes and government regulation can affect economic opportunities, and assess the impact of these on relations 
between Britain and its North American colonies.  
6.1.8.D.3.a. Explain how the consequences of the Seven Year War, changes in British policies toward American colonies, and responses by 
various groups and individuals in the North American colonies led to the American Revolution. 
6.1.8.D.3.b. Explain why the Declaration of Independence was written and how its key principles evolved to become unifying ideas of 
American democracy. 
6.1.8.D.3.c. Analyze the impact of George Washington as general of the American revolutionary forces and as the first president of the United 
States.  
6.1.8.D.3.d. Analyze how prominent individuals and other nations contributed to the causes, execution, and outcomes of the American 
Revolution. 
6.1.8.D.3.e. Examine the roles and perspectives of various socioeconomic groups (e.g., rural farmers, urban craftsmen, northern merchants, 
and southern planters), African Americans, Native Americans, and women during the American Revolution, and determine how these groups 
were impacted by the war.  
6.3.8.A.1. Deliberate on a public issue affecting an upcoming election, consider opposing arguments, and develop a reasoned conclusion. 
6.3.8.D.1. Engage in simulated democratic processes (e.g., legislative hearings, judicial proceedings, elections) to understand how conflicting 
points of view are addressed in a democratic society.  
 
Companion Standards 
 
RH.6-8.1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 
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RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct 
from prior knowledge or opinions. 
RH.6-8.3. Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes a law, how interest 
rates are raised or lowered). 
RH.6-8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to 
history/social studies. 
RH.6-8.5. Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally). 
RH.6-8.6. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of particular 
facts). 
RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts. 
RH.6-8.8. Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text. 
RH.6-8.9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic. 
RH.6-8.10. By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6 - 8 text complexity band independently 
and proficiently. 
WHST.6-8.1. Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content: 

A. Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and organize 
the reasons and evidence logically. 

B. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant, accurate data and evidence that demonstrate an understanding of the topic or 
text, using credible sources. 

C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and 
evidence. 

D. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. 
E. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the supports the argument supports. 

WHST.6-8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events: 
A. Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information using text structures (e.g. definition, classification, 

comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g. headings, graphics, and multimedia) when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

B. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples. 
C. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 
D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
E. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. 
F. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented.  

WHST.6-8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, 
and audience. 
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WHST.6-8.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed.  
WHST.6-8.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between information and 
ideas clearly and efficiently. 
WHST.6-8.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on several sources and 
generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration.  
WHST.6-8.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and 
accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard 
format for citation. 
WHST.6-8.9. Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
WHST.6-8.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self correction, and revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 
Interdisciplinary Connections: 21st Century Skills: 

 
● ELA - W.8.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print 

and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the 
credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or 
paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding 
plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 

○ Activity: Students will write a newspaper article 
comparing Paul Revere’s engraving of the Boston 
Massacre and eyewitness accounts 

○ Resource: Discovery Education Paul Revere’s Boston 
Massacre Student Sleuth Activity 3.2.4  

● Visual Arts - Visual Arts 1.1.8.D.2 The study of masterworks 
of art from diverse cultures and different historical eras assists 
in understanding specific cultures. 

○ Activity: Students will analyze a primary source 
painting 

○ Resource: Treaty of Paris by Benjamin West painting, 
Why is painting unfinished? 

 

 
9.1.8.A.1. Explain the meaning and purposes of taxes and tax 
deductions and why fees for various benefits (e.g., medical benefits) 
are taken out of pay. 
9.1.8.A.5. Relate how the demand for certain skills determines an 
individual’s earning power.  
9.1.8.D.5. Explain the economic principle of supply and demand. 
 
 
Activity: Students will explain taxation without representation, why 
England imposed taxes, and what our taxes are used for today. 
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Technology Standards: Career Ready Practices: 
8.1.8.D.1. Understand and model appropriate online behaviors related 
to cyber safety, cyber bullying, cyber security, and cyber ethics 
including appropriate use of social media. 
8.1.8.D.2. Demonstrate the application of appropriate citations to 
digital content. 
8.1.8.D.4. Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content. 
 
Activity: Students will create a Facebook-like page for a historical 
figure, gathering information through online research. 
 

 

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 
CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 
CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 
. 
Activity: Students will explain a historical event by creating a dialog 
between historical figures involved in the event, using online 
resources for research. 

UNIT/TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS AND ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 
 
Essential Questions 

● How do citizens, civic ideals, and government institutions interact to balance the needs of individuals and the common good? 
● How have economic, political, and cultural decisions promoted or prevented the growth of personal freedom, individual responsibility, 

equality, and respect for human dignity? 
● How do physical geography, human geography, and human environment interact to influence or determine the development of 

cultures, societies, and nations? 
● How can individuals, groups, and societies apply economic reasoning to make difficult choices about scarce resources? What are the 

possible consequences of these decisions for individuals, groups, and societies? 
● How do our interpretations of past events inform our understanding of cause and effect, and continuity and change, and how do they 

influence our beliefs and decisions about current public policy issues? 
● How can the study of multiple perspectives, beliefs systems, and cultures provide a context for understanding and challenging public 

actions and decisions in a diverse and interdependent world? 
● Why did the colonists risk their lives to fight for independence from Great Britain? 
● How does the Declaration of Independence reflect the colonists’ ideas about government? 
● How did the United States manage to win the Revolutionary War? 
● What roles did different groups of Americans play in the Revolutionary War? 
● What were the causes and consequences of America’s movement for independence? 

 
Enduring Understandings 

https://app.discoveryeducation.com/techbook2:concept/view/guidConceptId/642E57DF-D3E6-4758-B9D9-BD4DE65638A1/guidUnitId/a4c9e340-d548-4dbe-b91f-1d82da194bef
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● oppression and lack of representation were the driving forces of the American Revolution. 
● all people were born with the rights of “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” 
● throughout history, individuals have achieved enduring fame and respect because of their leadership abilities 

 
STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 
Students will know: 

● what drove the colonists to declare Independence from 
Great Britain. 

● how it was possible that American Patriots gained their 
independence from the powerful British Empire. 

 

Students will be able to: 
● Chronological Thinking 

o Construct timelines of events occurring during major 
eras including comparative events in world history for 
different civilizations. 

o Explain how major events are related to one another 
in time 

● Spatial Thinking 
o Select and use various geographic representations to 

compare information about people, places, regions, 
and environments.  

o Use maps and other documents to explain the 
historical migration of people, expansion and 
disintegration of empires, and growth of economic 
and political systems.  

● Critical Thinking 
o Compare and contrast differing interpretations of 

current and historical events. 
o Assess the credibility of sources by identifying bias 

and prejudice in documents, media, and 
computer-generated information. 

o Analyze primary and secondary sources for 
reconstructing the past and understanding historical 
perspectives (i.e., documents, letters, diaries, maps, 
images, etc.). 

● Presentational Skills 



 

15 

o Select and analyze information from a variety of 
sources to present a reasoned argument or position 
in written and/or oral format. 

o Present information in a logical manner using 
evidence and reasoning while demonstrating 
presentation skills (e.g., eye contact, adequate 
volume, clear pronunciation).  

ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING 
Summative Assessment 
(Assessment at the end of the 
learning period) 

● Section Quizzes 
 

Formative Assessments 
(Ongoing assessments during 
the learning period to inform 
instruction) 

● teacher observation 
● class discussions 
● Padlet responses 
● Discovery Education Chapter Assessments 
● Warm-up Activities 
● Ticket-to-Leave, Ticket-to-Move-Forward 

Alternative Assessments (Any 
learning activity or assessment 
that asks students to perform to 
demonstrate their knowledge, 
understanding and proficiency) 

 
● Students create a simulation of a social media page to describe the life and accomplishments of an 

individual who took part in the American Revolution. 
● Analyze primary and secondary sources for reconstructing the past and understanding historical 

perspectives  
○ Resource: DBQ Projects: Mini Qs: Valley Forge: Would You have Quit? 

Benchmark Assessments 
(used to establish baseline 
achievement data and 
measure progress towards 
grade level standards; given 
2-3 X per year) 

● See Units 1 and 4 for Benchmark Assessment information 

RESOURCES 
Core instructional materials: 

● Discovery Education Social Studies Textbook, Prehistory - Reconstruction 
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Supplemental materials: 
● Mini-Qs in American History 

○ Document Based Activities 
● McDougall Littell American History: Beginnings through Reconstruction 

○ Classroom textbooks, map activities  
● Primary and secondary sources 
● Online Interactive Websites 

○ such as: PBS Learning Media 
 

Modifications for Learners 
See appendix 
 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/165uCa41MuXtL-R5K0pyPxQ7Iw0PFgrZS-_0n9mh8Bk8/edit?usp=sharing
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Topic/Unit 3 

Title 
1783 - 1800 / A New Nation and Our Living Constitution  

 
Approximate Pacing 

 
6 weeks 

STANDARDS  
NJSLS Social Studies 

 
6.1.8.A.3.b. Evaluate the effectiveness of the fundamental principles of the Constitution (i.e., consent of the governed, rule of law, federalism, 
limited government, separation of powers, checks and balances, and individual rights) in establishing a federal government that allows for 
growth and change over time. 
6.1.8.A.3.c. Determine the role that compromise played in the creation and adoption of the Constitution and Bill of Rights. 
6.1.8.A.3.d. Compare and contrast the Articles of Confederation and the United States Constitution in terms of the decision-making powers of 
national government 
6.1.8.A.3.e. Explain how and why constitutional civil liberties were impacted by acts of government (i.e., Alien and Sedition Acts) during the 
Early Republic. 
6.1.8.A.3.f. Explain how political parties were formed and continue to be shaped by differing perspectives regarding the role and power of 
federal government.  
6.1.8.A.3.g. Evaluate the impact of the Constitution and Bill of Rights on current day issues. 
6.1.8.B.3.a. Assess how conflicts and alliances among European countries and Native American groups impacted the expansion of the 
American colonies. 
6.1.8.B.3.b. Determine the extent to which the geography of the United States influenced the debate on representation in Congress and 
federalism by examining the New Jersey and Virginia plans. 
6.1.8.B.3.c. Use maps and other geographic tools to evaluate the impact of geography on the execution and outcome of the American 
Revolutionary War. 
6.1.8.C.3.b. Summarize the effect of inflation and debt on the American people and the response of state and national governments during 
this time.  
6.1.8.D.3.b. Explain why the Declaration of Independence was written and how its key principles evolved to become unifying ideas of 
American democracy. 
6.1.8.D.3.c. Analyze the impact of George Washington as general of the American revolutionary forces and as the first president of the United 
States. 
6.1.8.D.3.d. Analyze how prominent individuals and other nations contributed to the causes, execution, and outcomes of the American 
Revolution. 
6.1.8.D.3.e. Examine the roles and perspectives of various socioeconomic groups (e.g., rural farmers, urban craftsmen, northern merchants, 
and southern planters), African Americans, Native Americans, and women during the American Revolution, and determine how these groups 
were impacted by the war.  
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6.1.8.D.3.g. Evaluate the extent to which the leadership and decisions of early administrations of the national government met the goals 
established in the Preamble of the Constitution. 
6.3.8.A.2. Participate in a real or simulated hearing to develop a legislative proposal that addresses a public issue, and share it with an 
appropriate legislative body (e.g., school board, municipal or county government, state legislature).  
6.3.8.B.1. Evaluate alternative land use proposals and make recommendations to the appropriate governmental agency regarding the best 
course of action. 
6.3.8.C.1. Examine the perspectives of multiple stakeholders involved in the local budget process (e.g., obtaining information, discussing 
priorities).  
 
Companion Standards 
 
RH.6-8.1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 
RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct 
from prior knowledge or opinions. 
RH.6-8.3. Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes a law, how interest 
rates are raised or lowered). 
RH.6-8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to 
history/social studies. 
RH.6-8.5. Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally). 
RH.6-8.6. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of particular 
facts). 
RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts. 
RH.6-8.8. Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text. 
RH.6-8.9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic. 
RH.6-8.10. By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6 - 8 text complexity band independently 
and proficiently. 
WHST.6-8.1. Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content: 

A. Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and organize 
the reasons and evidence logically. 

B. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant, accurate data and evidence that demonstrate an understanding of the topic or 
text, using credible sources. 

C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and 
evidence. 

D. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. 
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E. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the supports the argument supports. 
WHST.6-8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events: 

A. Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information using text structures (e.g. definition, classification, 
comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g. headings, graphics, and multimedia) when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

B. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples. 
C. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 
D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
E. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. 
F. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented.  

WHST.6-8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, 
and audience. 
WHST.6-8.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed.  
WHST.6-8.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between information and 
ideas clearly and efficiently. 
WHST.6-8.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on several sources and 
generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration.  
WHST.6-8.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and 
accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard 
format for citation. 
WHST.6-8.9. Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
WHST.6-8.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self correction, and revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
 

Interdisciplinary Connections: 21st Century Skills: 
 

● ELA - W.8.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear 
reasons and relevant evidence; support claim(s) with logical 
reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible 
sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or 
text. 

9.1.8.F.2. Examine the implications of legal and ethical behaviors 
when making financial decisions. 
 
Activity: Students consider new laws such as minimum wage 
increases and how it impacts all those involved. 
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○ Activity: Students create a report card with clearly 
written details to explain how well George Washington, 
in his role as the first President of the United States, 
met the goals of the Preamble of the Constitution - cite 
sources 

● Art: Visual Arts:  1.1.8.D.2  The study of master works of art 
from diverse cultures and different historical eras assists in 
understanding specific cultures. 

○ Activity: Students analyze time period artwork, such as 
Lansdowne’s portrait of George Washington, to realize 
details about people, events, and life at that time. 

Technology Standards: Career Ready Practices: 
8.1.8.D.2. Demonstrate the application of appropriate citations to 
digital content. 
8.1.8.D.4. Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content. 
 
Activity: Students will demonstrate use of reliable sources, along with 
appropriate citations for report card project. 

 

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 
CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 
CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 
 
Activity: Students will use/modify an online template to complete a 
research project. 

UNIT/TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS AND ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 
 
Essential Questions 

● How do citizens, civic ideals, and government institutions interact to balance the needs of individuals and the common good? 
● How have economic, political, and cultural decisions promoted or prevented the growth of personal freedom, individual responsibility, 

equality, and respect for human dignity? 
● How do our interpretations of past events inform our understanding of cause and effect, and continuity and change, and how do they 

influence our beliefs and decisions about current public policy issues? 
● How can the study of multiple perspectives, beliefs systems, and cultures provide a context for understanding and challenging public 

actions and decisions in a diverse and interdependent world? 
● How well did the Articles of Confederation address the needs of the new nation? 
● How does the Constitution reflect major principles of American democracy? 
● How does the Bill of Rights help government balance rights and order in the U.S. political system? 
● How does the structure of the U.S. political system reflect American ideas about individual rights and the purpose of government? 
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● In what ways did George Washington’s presidency influence the future of the U.S. political system? 
● How did the controversies of the early republic shape the future of the United States? 

 
Enduring Understandings 

● all people were born with the rights of “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” 
● throughout history, individuals have achieved enduring fame and respect because of their leadership abilities. 
● the job of government is to protect the rights of the people. 
● if a democracy is to succeed, its people must assume certain responsibilities. 

 
STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 
Students will know: 

● how Americans created a national government that respected 
both the independence of states and the rights of individuals. 

● how our Constitution has remained a living document. 
● what political traditions and tensions first appeared in the early 

years of the new republic. 

Students will be able to: 
● Chronological Thinking 

o Construct timelines of events occurring during major 
eras including comparative events in world history for 
different civilizations. 

o Explain how major events are related to one another 
in time 

● Spatial Thinking 
o Select and use various geographic representations to 

compare information about people, places, regions, 
and environments.  

o Use maps and other documents to explain the 
historical migration of people, expansion and 
disintegration of empires, and growth of economic 
and political systems.  

● Critical Thinking 
o Compare and contrast differing interpretations of 

current and historical events. 
o Assess the credibility of sources by identifying bias 

and prejudice in documents, media, and 
computer-generated information. 
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o Analyze primary and secondary sources for 
reconstructing the past and understanding historical 
perspectives (i.e., documents, letters, diaries, maps, 
images, etc.). 

● Presentational Skills 
o Select and analyze information from a variety of 

sources to present a reasoned argument or position 
in written and/or oral format. 

o Present information in a logical manner using 
evidence and reasoning while demonstrating 
presentation skills (e.g., eye contact, adequate 
volume, clear pronunciation). 

ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING 
Summative Assessment 
(Assessment at the end of the 
learning period) 

● Section Quizzes 
 

Formative Assessments 
(Ongoing assessments during 
the learning period to inform 
instruction) 

● teacher observation 
● class discussions 
● Padlet responses 
● Discovery Education Chapter Assessments 
● Warm-up Activities 
● Ticket-to-Leave, Ticket-to-Move-Forward 

Alternative Assessments (Any 
learning activity or assessment 
that asks students to perform to 
demonstrate their knowledge, 
understanding and proficiency) 

 
● Students analyze a current event and write to explain how a person’s constitutional rights have 

either protected them or how they have been violated.  
● Analyze primary and secondary sources for reconstructing the past and understanding historical 

perspectives  
○ Resource: DBQ Projects: Mini Qs: How Did the Constitution Guard Against Tyranny? 

Benchmark Assessments 
(used to establish baseline 
achievement data and 
measure progress towards 
grade level standards; given 
2-3 X per year) 

● See Units 1 and 4 for Benchmark Assessment information 
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RESOURCES 
Core instructional materials: 

● Discovery Education Social Studies Techbook, Prehistory - Reconstruction 
 

Supplemental materials: 
● Mini-Qs in American History 

○ Document Based Activities 
● McDougall Littell American History: Beginnings through Reconstruction 

○ Classroom textbooks, map activities  
● Primary and secondary sources 

Modifications for Learners 
See appendix 
 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/165uCa41MuXtL-R5K0pyPxQ7Iw0PFgrZS-_0n9mh8Bk8/edit?usp=sharing
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Topic/Unit 4 

Title 
1800 - 1861 / Expansion and Reform 

 
Approximate Pacing 

 
6 weeks 

STANDARDS  
NJSLS Social Studies 

 
6.1.8.A.3.f. Explain how political parties were formed and continue to be shaped by differing perspectives regarding the role and power of 
federal government.  
6.1.8.C.3.c. Evaluate the impact of the cotton gin and other innovations on the institution of slavery and on the economic and political 
development of the country.  
6.1.8.A.4.a. Explain the changes in America’s relationships with other nations by analyzing policies, treaties, tariffs, and agreements. 
6.1.8.A.4.b. Analyze how the concept of Manifest Destiny influenced the acquisition of land through annexation, diplomacy, and war. 
6.1.8.A.4.c. Assess the extent to which voting rights were expanded during the Jacksonian period. 
6.1.8.B.4.a. Assess the impact of the Louisiana Purchase and western exploration on the expansion and economic development of the United 
States. 
6.1.8.B.4.b. Map territorial expansion and settlement, as well as the locations of conflicts with and resettlement of Native Americans. 
6.1.8.C.4.a. Analyze the debates involving the National Bank, uniform currency, and tariffs, and determine the extent to which each of these 
economic tools met the economic challenges facing the new nation. 
6.1.8.C.4.b. Explain how major technological developments revolutionized land and water transportation, as well as the economy, in New 
Jersey and the nation 
6.1.8.C.4.c. Analyze how technological innovations affected the status and social class of different groups of people, and explain the 
outcomes that resulted.  
6.1.8.D.4.a. Analyze the push-pull factors that led to increases in immigration, and explain why ethnic and cultural conflicts resulted.  
6.1.8.D.4.b. Describe efforts to reform education, women’s rights, slavery, and other issues during the Antebellum period. 
6.1.8.D.4.c. Explain the growing resistance to slavery and New Jersey’s role in the Underground Railroad. 
6.3.8CivicsPR.4: Use evidence and quantitative data to propose or defend a public policy related to climate change. (2020 Social Studies 
Standard)  
 
Companion Standards 
 
RH.6-8.1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources 
RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct 
from prior knowledge or opinions. 
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RH.6-8.3. Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes a law, how interest 
rates are raised or lowered). 
RH.6-8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to 
history/social studies. 
RH.6-8.5. Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally). 
RH.6-8.6. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of particular 
facts). 
RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts. 
RH.6-8.8. Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text. 
RH.6-8.9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic. 
RH.6-8.10. By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and 
proficiently. 
WHST.6-8.1. Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content: 

A. Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and organize 
the reasons and evidence logically. 

B. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant, accurate data and evidence that demonstrate an understanding of the topic or 
text, using credible sources. 

C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and 
evidence. 

D. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. 
E. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the supports the argument supports. 

WHST.6-8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events: 
A. Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information using text structures (e.g. definition, classification, 

comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g. headings, graphics, and multimedia) when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

B. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples. 
C. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 
D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
E. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. 
F. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented.  

WHST.6-8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, 
and audience. 
WHST.6-8.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed.  
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WHST.6-8.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between information and 
ideas clearly and efficiently. 
WHST.6-8.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on several sources and 
generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration.  
WHST.6-8.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and 
accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard 
format for citation.  
WHST.6-8.9. Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
WHST.6-8.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self correction, and revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 
Interdisciplinary Connections: 21st Century Skills: 

ACM Activity:  Students analyze and cite primary and secondary 
sources from DBQ Projects: Mini Qs to decide either: 

● How Free Were Free Blacks in the Northern States? 
● What was Harriet Tubman’s Greatest Achievement? 

 
Science and Art:  

● Standards 
○ LS2.C: Ecosystem Dynamics, Functioning, and 

Resilience.   Ecosystems are dynamic in nature; their 
characteristics can vary over time. Disruptions to any 
physical or biological component of an ecosystem can 
lead to shifts in all its populations. (MS-LS2-4) 
Biodiversity describes the variety of species found in 
Earth’s terrestrial and oceanic ecosystems. The 
completeness or integrity of an ecosystem’s biodiversity 
is often used as a measure of its health. 

○ 1.1.8.D.1 Art is a universal language. Visual 
communication through art crosses cultural and 
language barriers throughout time. 
 

9.1.8.A.3. Differentiate among ways that workers can improve 
earning power through the acquisition of new knowledge and skills. 
9.1.8.A.5. Relate how the demand for certain skills determines an 
individual’s earning power. 
 
 
Activity: Students will consider newly created jobs at this time in 
history, such as those with the railroad and canals. What new jobs 
do we have today that we did not have 20 years ago? 
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● Activity: Students create simulations of Lewis and Clark’s 
journal entries by using scientific observations, descriptive 
writings, and sketching.  

 
HCM Activity: Students will compare the Holocaust to the systematic, 
state-sponsored persecution and removal of Native Americans from 
their land, Trail of Tears. 

Technology Standards: Career Ready Practices: 
8.2.8.B.2. Identify the desired and undesired consequences from the 
use of a product or system. 
 
Activity: Students consider the impact of the cotton gin on the 
production of cotton and the increase in slavery. 

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of 
decisions 
CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 
 
Activity: Students consider westward expansion and its impact on 
Native Americans and the environment, and compare this to present 
day conflicts over land, water, and other natural resources.  
 
 

UNIT/TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS AND ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 
 
Essential Questions 

● How do citizens, civic ideals, and government institutions interact to balance the needs of individuals and the common good? 
● How have economic, political, and cultural decisions promoted or prevented the growth of personal freedom, individual responsibility, 

equality, and respect for human dignity? 
● How do physical geography, human geography, and human environment interact to influence or determine the development of 

cultures, societies, and nations? 
● How can individuals, groups, and societies apply economic reasoning to make difficult choices about scarce resources? What are the 

possible consequences of these decisions for individuals, groups, and societies? 
● How have scientific and technological developments over the course of history changed the way people live and economics and 

governments function? 
● How do our interpretations of past events inform our understanding of cause and effect, and continuity and change, and how do they 

influence our beliefs and decisions about current public policy issues? 
● How can the study of multiple perspectives, beliefs systems, and cultures provide a context for understanding and challenging public 

actions and decisions in a diverse and interdependent world? 
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● How did the nation’s early problems reveal different philosophies about government? 
● What was the impact of the War of 1812 on the early history of the United States? 
● How did American foreign affairs after the War of 1812 reveal changing attitudes about the United States? 
● Did the benefits of American expansion outweigh the costs? 
● Was Andrew Jackson a champion of democracy?  
● How did expansion change America socially, economically, and politically? 
● How did the early Industrial Revolution change American society and daily life? 
● How did the reform movements of the 1840s change American society? 

 
Enduring Understandings 

● a nation’s growth involves political, economic, and social change. 
● Manifest Destiny was a controversial idea that often spurred conflict. 
● reform movements brought change to American society. 

 
STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 
Students will know: 

● how the events of the Jefferson Era strengthened the nation. 
● what forces and events affected national unity and growth. 
● what impact Andrew Jackson’s presidency had on the nation. 
● how westward expansion transformed the nation. 
● how immigration and social reform changed the nation in the 

mid-1800s. 
 

Students will be able to: 
● Chronological Thinking 

o Construct timelines of events occurring during major 
eras including comparative events in world history for 
different civilizations. 

o Explain how major events are related to one another 
in time 

● Spatial Thinking 
o Select and use various geographic representations to 

compare information about people, places, regions, 
and environments.  

o Use maps and other documents to explain the 
historical migration of people, expansion and 
disintegration of empires, and growth of economic 
and political systems.  

● Critical Thinking 
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o Compare and contrast differing interpretations of 
current and historical events. 

o Assess the credibility of sources by identifying bias 
and prejudice in documents, media, and 
computer-generated information. 

o Analyze primary and secondary sources for 
reconstructing the past and understanding historical 
perspectives (i.e., documents, letters, diaries, maps, 
images, etc.). 

● Presentational Skills 
o Select and analyze information from a variety of 

sources to present a reasoned argument or position 
in written and/or oral format. 

o Present information in a logical manner using 
evidence and reasoning while demonstrating 
presentation skills (e.g., eye contact, adequate 
volume, clear pronunciation).  

ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING 
Summative Assessment 
(Assessment at the end of the 
learning period) 

● Section Quizzes 
 

Formative Assessments 
(Ongoing assessments during 
the learning period to inform 
instruction) 

● teacher observation 
● class discussions 
● Padlet responses 
● Discovery Education Chapter Assessments 
● Warm-up Activities 
● Ticket-to-Leave, Ticket-to-Move-Forward 

Alternative Assessments (Any 
learning activity or assessment 
that asks students to perform to 
demonstrate their knowledge, 
understanding and proficiency) 

● Students analyze and cite primary and secondary sources to decide either how free were free 
blacks in the Northern States or what was Harriet Tubman’s greatest achievement. 

● Students create simulations of Lewis and Clark’s journal entries by using scientific observations, 
descriptive writings, and sketching.  

Benchmark Assessments 
(used to establish baseline 

● Analyze primary and secondary sources for reconstructing the past and understanding historical 
perspectives  
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achievement data and 
measure progress towards 
grade level standards; given 
2-3 X per year) 

○ Resource: DBQ Projects: Mini Qs: How Free Were Free Blacks in the Northern States? 
or What was Harriet Tubman’s Greatest Achievement? 

RESOURCES 
Core instructional materials: 

● Discovery Education Social Studies Techbook, Prehistory - Reconstruction 
 
Supplemental materials: 

● Mini-Qs in American History 
○ Document Based Activities 

● McDougall Littell American History: Beginnings through Reconstruction 
○ Classroom textbooks, map activities  

● Primary and secondary sources 
Modifications for Learners 

See appendix 
 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/165uCa41MuXtL-R5K0pyPxQ7Iw0PFgrZS-_0n9mh8Bk8/edit?usp=sharing
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Topic/Unit 5 

Title 
1846 - 1865 / Civil War and Reconstruction 

 
Approximate Pacing 

 
9 weeks 

STANDARDS  
NJSLS Social Studies 

 
6.1.8.A.5.a. Explain how and why the Emancipation Proclamation and the Gettysburg Address continue to impact American life.  
6.1.8.A.5.b. Compare and contrast the approaches of Congress and Presidents Lincoln and Johnson toward the reconstruction of the South 
6.1.8.B.5.a. Assess the role of various factors (i.e., geography, natural resources, demographics, transportation, leadership, and technology) 
that affected the course and outcome of the Civil War. 
6.1.8.C.5.a. Assess the human and material costs of the Civil War in the North and South.  
6.1.8.C.5.b. Analyze the economic impact of Reconstruction on the South from different perspectives. 
6.1.8.D.5.a. Prioritize the causes and events that led to the Civil War from different perspectives. 
6.1.8.D.5.b. Analyze critical events and battles of the Civil War and determine how they contributed to the final outcome of the war. 
6.1.8.D.5.c. Examine the roles of women, African Americans, and Native Americans in the Civil War. 
6.1.8.D.5.d. Analyze the effectiveness of the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments to the United States Constitution from multiple perspectives. 
6.3.8.A.3. Collaborate with international students to deliberate about and address issues of gender equality, child mortality, or education.  
 
Companion Standards 
 
RH.6-8.1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources 
RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct 
from prior knowledge or opinions. 
RH.6-8.3. Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes a law, how interest 
rates are raised or lowered). 
RH.6-8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to 
history/social studies. 
RH.6-8.5. Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally). 
RH.6-8.6. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of particular 
facts). 
RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts. 
RH.6-8.8. Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text. 
RH.6-8.9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic. 
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RH.6-8.10. By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and 
proficiently. 
WHST.6-8.1. Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content: 

A. Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and organize 
the reasons and evidence logically. 

B. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant, accurate data and evidence that demonstrate an understanding of the topic or 
text, using credible sources. 

C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and 
evidence. 

D. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. 
E. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the supports the argument supports. 

WHST.6-8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events: 
A. Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information using text structures (e.g. definition, classification, 

comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g. headings, graphics, and multimedia) when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

B. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples. 
C. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 
D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
E. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. 
F. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented.  

WHST.6-8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, 
and audience. 
WHST.6-8.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed.  
WHST.6-8.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between information and 
ideas clearly and efficiently. 
WHST.6-8.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on several sources and 
generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration.  
WHST.6-8.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and 
accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard 
format for citation.  
WHST.6-8.9. Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
WHST.6-8.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self correction, and revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
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Interdisciplinary Connections: 21st Century Skills: 
● Art:  

○ Standard: 1.1.8.D.1 Describe the intellectual and 
emotional significance conveyed by the application of 
the elements of art and principles of design in different 

○ historical eras and cultures. 
○ Activity: Students analyze time period artwork to 

realize details about people, events, and life at that 
time, along with the impact of the invention of 
photography. 

 
 
 

9.1.8.B.6. Evaluate the relationship of cultural traditions and 
historical influences on financial practice.  
9.1.8.D.5. Explain the economic principle of supply and demand. 
 
Activity: Students consider and discuss economic causes of the 
Civil War, including northern industrialization vs. southern 
agricultural economy. 
 

Technology Standards: Career Ready Practices: 
8.1.8.D.2. Demonstrate the application of appropriate citations to 
digital content. 
8.1.8.D.4. Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content. 
 
Activity: Students research a specific topic of choice about the 
Underground Railroad or the Civil War in order to complete a project. 

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 
CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 
CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 
 
Activity: Students use primary sources, research skills, and 
acquired knowledge to create a ‘diary’ documenting an aspect of the 
Underground Railroad or the Civil War. 
 

UNIT/TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS AND ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 
 
Essential Questions 

● How do citizens, civic ideals, and government institutions interact to balance the needs of individuals and the common good? 
● How have economic, political, and cultural decisions promoted or prevented the growth of personal freedom, individual responsibility, 

equality, and respect for human dignity? 
● How do physical geography, human geography, and human environment interact to influence or determine the development of 

cultures, societies, and nations? 
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● How can individuals, groups, and societies apply economic reasoning to make difficult choices about scarce resources? What are the 
possible consequences of these decisions for individuals, groups, and societies? 

● How have scientific and technological developments over the course of history changed the way people live and economics and 
governments function? 

● How do our interpretations of past events inform our understanding of cause and effect, and continuity and change, and how do they 
influence our beliefs and decisions about current public policy issues? 

● How can the study of multiple perspectives, beliefs systems, and cultures provide a context for understanding and challenging public 
actions and decisions in a diverse and interdependent world? 

● In antebellum America, what did it mean to be an enslaved African American? A free African American? 
● How did geographical differences between the North and the South lead to conflict? 
● By 1860, why were the nation’s leaders unable to keep the Union together? 
● How did the Union win the Civil War? 
● To what extent was the Civil War America’s second revolution? 
● In what ways was the Civil War both a beginning and an ending? 
● What problems did Reconstruction resolve? What problems did it fail to resolve? 
● In what ways did Reconstruction change Southern society? 
● How did the Civil War and Reconstruction affect life for future generations of Americans? 
● Is the history of Reconstruction a story of continuity or change? 

 
Enduring Understandings 

● people react to events based on their perspective. 
● a divided government will not succeed. 
● war causes great human suffering. 

 
STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 
Students will know: 

● what issues and events shattered the nation’s unity and led to 
civil war. 

● what events, leaders, and strategies shaped the early years of 
war. 

● in what ways the Civil War transformed the nation. 

Students will be able to: 
● Chronological Thinking 

o Construct timelines of events occurring during major 
eras including comparative events in world history for 
different civilizations. 

o Explain how major events are related to one another 
in time 

https://app.discoveryeducation.com/techbook2:concept/view/guidConceptId/89FAEAD0-FA82-4F57-80AB-FBA776D8332B/guidUnitId/22bbaf17-27ea-434a-b7b8-0b64fa1cec0e
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● how a deeply divided nation was able to move forward after the 
Civil War. 

● Spatial Thinking 
o Select and use various geographic representations to 

compare information about people, places, regions, 
and environments.  

o Use maps and other documents to explain the 
historical migration of people, expansion and 
disintegration of empires, and growth of economic 
and political systems.  

● Critical Thinking 
o Compare and contrast differing interpretations of 

current and historical events. 
o Assess the credibility of sources by identifying bias 

and prejudice in documents, media, and 
computer-generated information. 

o Analyze primary and secondary sources for 
reconstructing the past and understanding historical 
perspectives (i.e., documents, letters, diaries, maps, 
images, etc.). 

● Presentational Skills 
o Select and analyze information from a variety of 

sources to present a reasoned argument or position 
in written and/or oral format. 

o Present information in a logical manner using 
evidence and reasoning while demonstrating 
presentation skills (e.g., eye contact, adequate 
volume, clear pronunciation).  

ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING 
Summative Assessment 
(Assessment at the end of the 
learning period) 

● Section Quizzes 
● Chapter Tests 
● Discovery Education Board Builder 

Formative Assessments 
(Ongoing assessments during 
the learning period to inform 
instruction) 

● teacher observation 
● class discussions 
● Padlet responses 
● Discovery Education Chapter Assessments 
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● Warm-up Activities 
● Ticket-to-Leave, Ticket-to-Move-Forward 

Alternative Assessments (Any 
learning activity or assessment 
that asks students to perform to 
demonstrate their knowledge, 
understanding and proficiency) 

 
● Students create a ‘trunk project’ containing primary sources and student-created historical fiction 

diary entries.  
● Analyze primary and secondary sources for reconstructing the past and understanding historical 

perspectives  
○ Resource: DBQ Projects: Mini Qs:The Battle of Gettysburg: Why Was It a Turning 

Point? or North or South: Who Killed Reconstruction? 
Benchmark Assessments 
(used to establish baseline 
achievement data and 
measure progress towards 
grade level standards; given 
2-3 X per year) 

● See Units 1 and 4 for Benchmark Assessment information 
 

RESOURCES 
Core instructional materials: 

● Discovery Education Social Studies Techbook, Prehistory - Reconstruction, 
 

Supplemental materials: 
● Mini-Qs in American History 

○ Document Based Activities 
● McDougall Littell American History: Beginnings through Reconstruction 

○ Classroom textbooks, map activities  
● Primary and secondary sources 

Modifications for Learners 
See appendix 
 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/165uCa41MuXtL-R5K0pyPxQ7Iw0PFgrZS-_0n9mh8Bk8/edit?usp=sharing

